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Dear Yogesh 
 
It is with great pleasure that I write to invite your academics and students to contribute to the 
inaugural Forum for Global Challenges, which will take place at The International Convention 
Centre in Birmingham, UK, Tuesday 3rd – Thursday 5th May 2022.  
 
The Forum for Global Challenges is convened by the University of Birmingham’s Institute for 
Global Innovation, in collaboration with the World Bank, UNESCO, Birmingham 2022 
Commonwealth Games, the Confederation of British Industry, the Thomson Reuters 
Foundation, the West Midlands Combined Authority, the Association of Commonwealth 
Universities and UK Research and Innovation.  
 
The programme brings together people from different sectors and perspectives to showcase 
and develop solutions that can lead to real change, tackling the critical issues faced by our 
planet and its people, and mainly focussing on climate change and inequality, especially 
exacerbated by the global pandemic. 
 
One of the major cultural events in the run up to Birmingham 2022, the innovative hybrid 
programme will bring together over 3000 delegates - 1500 delegates in person in Birmingham 
and over 1600 online delegates through a virtual platform which enables participation from 
anywhere in the world.  
 
The programme will include sessions on the green economy, cities and transport futures, 
education, employment, food security, health and wellbeing, and ecosystem restoration. The 
two key themes of the conference, climate change and inequalities, will be addressed in each 
of these topic areas, focusing on identifying solutions and catalysing action needed by the 
public and private sectors. I enclose a short briefing document, and more information can be 
found at https://forumforglobalchallenges.com/. 
 
You may be interested to learn that other top-level speakers who have already confirmed 
include Lord Bilimoria, CBI President; Dr Sandie Okoro, Senior VP, World Bank; Gabriela 
Ramos, UNESCO Assistant Director-General for Social and Human Sciences; Lord Deben, 
Chairman of the Climate Change Committee; Danny Sriskandarajah, CEO Oxfam GB; Antonio 
Zappulla, CEO Thomson Reuters Foundation; Yu Ping Chan, Head of Office of UN Envoy for 

mailto:d.eastwood@bham.ac.uk
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/
mailto:vc@du.ac.in
https://forumforglobalchallenges.com/
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/global-goals/igi/index.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/global-goals/igi/index.aspx
https://forumforglobalchallenges.com/


Digital; Andrew Mitchell, MP and former Secretary of State for International 
Development;  Mayor Andy Street, Mayor of the West Midlands; Professor Dame Henrietta 
Moore, Founder and Director of the Institute for Global Prosperity, University College London; 
Professor Jim Skea, Chair in Sustainable Energy, Imperial College, London, and Co-Chair of 
Working Group III (mitigation) of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC); 
Professor Mariana Mazzucato, Professor in the Economics of Innovation and Public Value at 
University College London and founding director of the UCL Institute for Innovation and Public 
Purpose; and Professor Alice Roberts, writer and broadcaster. 
 
The Forum will be held in the same week as the U21 Annual General Meeting and Symposium, 
also being held at the University of Birmingham. It will be a great opportunity to share the work 
of U21 with a global audience, and similarly to provide additional opportunities for global 
exposure and partnerships to our U21 academics and students. I am therefore keen to ensure 
full participation by the academics and students of Universitas 21, and so I would like to extend 
an invitation to your staff to attend the Forum, and to submit contributions to the open call. The 
deadline is 3rd December 2022.  
 
There will also be opportunities for your students to be involved, through volunteering and 
being involved in a global hybrid hackathon for youth to work on developing solutions to 
climate change and inequality. More information will follow on that in a few weeks’ time. 
 
With that in mind, I would like to ask for your help with publicising the Forum and the call for 
contributions document to your staff and students. I enclose the document and a flyer, and I 
would be very grateful if you would circulate it to your staff and students please. 
 
Professor Hisham Mehanna, Deputy Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Director of the Institute for 
Global Innovation (email h.mehanna@bham.ac.uk) would be very pleased to have a 
conversation with you and your team to share more information about our plans and to explore 
how your interests relate to the Forum for Global Challenges.   
 
I very much hope you will be able to join us, and I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
Professor Sir David Eastwood 
Vice-Chancellor and Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:h.mehanna@bham.ac.uk

