
 

Grubstreet - Annual Report (2021-22) 

Events: 

Grubstreet, The Literary Society of the Department of English, began the academic year by 

joining the ongoing celebration of ‘Pride Month’ in June 2021, held annually in honour of the 

1969 Stonewall Uprising in Manhattan. The society was keen on exploing the complexities of 

the LGBTQ+ community, its struggle for acceptance and inclusion. Faraz Arif Ansari’s 

internationally acclaimed short film, Sisak, was screened on June 18, followed by a detailed 

discussion. A week after the film screening, Jeanette Winterson's novel, Oranges Aren't the 

Only Fruit, was discussed in an insightful session on June 24. 

On September 2, 2021, a discussion was organised with faculty members, Mr. Rudrashish 

Chakraborty and Ms. Amrapali Basumatary, on “Afghanistan: An Assortment of Images”. 

Personal experiences, historical perspectives the intersections between literature and politics 

were discussed in this insightful session. In October, the society organised a discussion on the 

story “Draupadi” by Mahasweta Devi. A Writer’s Anonymous session was held on  

November 20, 2021. These are events at which students submit their writing anonymously 

and are given feedback without any kind of judgement. As always, it reiterated Grubstreet as 

a safe space for expression.  

The Orientation for the students of the first year took place on November 20. Freshers joined 

it in great numbers and were briefed about the society’s working and its annual events. This 

was followed by an informal interactive session among the students of the department.  

A short story discussion on “The Lottery'” by Shirley Jackson was conducted on January 18, 

2022.  



Grubstreet organised its first academic talk of the year in February. Dr. Maaz Bin Bilal, 

Associate Professor, Jindal Global University, spoke on "Fikr ‘Tanzvi’, The Satirist: Hoping 

for No More Rivers of Blood", on February 4. He highlighted how there was a certain quality 

of dissociation and detachment possessed by Tanzvi and how there is a conscious attempt by 

the writer to write himself into art. On February 25, an academic conversation with author 

Manreet Sodhi Someshwar on her novel Lahore, the first part of her Partition Trilogy, was 

organised, wherein she explained how her hometown Firozpur, Punjab,  made her a writer 

and her novel focuses on finding how the past is still with us.   

With classes finally back to campus, Grubstreet organised an informal-house session 

‘Conversation on Poetry and Music’ on March 3. To commemorate International Women’s 

Day, a lecture on women and crime in the literary canon and art, titled “The Kitchen is where 

the Knives are: Anxious Typecastings and Women in Crime” by Ms. Mousumi Ray, 

Associate Professor, ARSD College, was organised on March 9. 

Grubstreet is planning to organise its annual fest ‘Bohemia’ as a two-day event on April 4 

and 5, with the first day being dedicated to academic events. A lecture on “Cinema and 

Sound” by Dr. Vebhuti Duggal, Assitant Professor, Ambedkar University Delhi, will be 

followed by an interactive Script Writing Workshop by film maker and KMC alumnus, 

Kislay. Competitons for students will be organised on the second day of the fest. 

 The society also intends to hold a seminar on Speculative Fiction for which abstracts have 

been invited and a talk as well as student presentations have been scheduled for April 19 and 

20. A special issue of the department magazine, Palimpsest, will be published on the theme of 

Speculative Fiction, incorporating the papers presented in the seminar as well as other 

relevant submissions.  

The society plans to conclude the Academic Year with a farewell for the batch of 2022. 



Council: 

 On August 4, 2021, Council elections were held. The representatives elected to office were 

Arjun Karnany (3rdYear),  President, Fuzaila Khan (2nd Year), Vice President, Molly Vasisht 

(2nd Year), General Secretary, and S. Aishwarya (2nd Year), Treasurer. The selection 

procedure concluded on August 14, with Prakhar Gangwar (2ndYear) and Rageshree 

Sengupta (3rd Year) selected as the Social media and Content Heads respectively. With the 

coming of the new batch later in the year, new positions in the council opened up. Elections 

for the post of  Joint Secretary took place on  January 21.  

Department Magazine: 

This year also saw the coming back to life of the dormant department magazine, Palimpsest. 

The editorial Team of Palimpsest, Abhipsito Das (3rd Year), Editor-in-Chief, Siddhi Bansal 

(2nd Year ), Sub-Editor, and Shruti Singh ( 2nd Year), Design Head, along with the Staff 

Advisor, decided to publish an annual issue, as well as complementary issues every few 

months. The magazine is published as a PDF for a wider reach and to save on expenses as 

well the waste involved in paper. The theme for the academic year 2021-22 is “Civilisation”.  

The September issue of Palimpsest was published on “Civilisation: Language”. The October-

November issue tackled the theme  of “Civilisation: Community”. An annual issue of the 

magazine will be published in June, 2022.  

New Initiatives:  

In the month of September, Grubstreet planned ‘Project LitConnect’ with the vision of 

bringing together literary societies from various colleges of the University of Delhi under one 

umbrella. Subsequently, meetings have been held and information exchanged to facilitate the 

same.  



In order to acquaint students with the rigours of a professional life, the society organised a 

series of  Alumni Talks by ex-students who have graduated in the past few years. On  

September 18, the first part of the series was held on “Careers in Creative Writing”. Pragya 

Jain, Ashish Jain and Swarnim Singh, guided the students on how to start writing. A plethora 

of career options, especially in the advertising industry and print media, were discussed. The 

second event in the Alumni Talk Series was organised on October 9, on the theme of 

“Careers in Journalism and Publishing”. The third of the series was held on November 12, on 

“Pursuing Masters from Abroad”. The panelists successfully resolved the queries of students 

of the department raised. 

This has been a fruitful year for Grubstreet and we hope to keep meeting challenges in the 

years to come.  

Siddhi Bansal 

English Hons, Second Year 
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