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NEGOTIATING CONVERSION, ISLAMISATION AND CULTURAL IDENTITY ;
A SOCIO-CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
OF KAYAMKHANIS OF RAJASTHAN. (X Mr. Altaf Hussain*
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This paper will give you a brief socio-historical account of the Kayamkhani community of Rajasthan. This paper
deals with their origin, conversion, their political and military involvement during medieval times. Further, this Paper
will also discuss change and continuity of various Islamic and non-Islamic customs and Rajput traditions even after
penetration of various Islamic reform movements among them. In this paper I will use both historical and sociologica]

methods to understand their conversion contexts and their socio-cultural outcomes.
Keywords : Kayamkhani, Shekhawati, Conversion, Rajput, Islamisation, culture.

Introduction

The Kyamkhanis are a small Indian Muslim
community who flourished in northern Rajasthan from c.
1450 to 1730. (Talbot, 2009, p. 211). The Kayamkhani is
a group, which derives its origin from the Hindu Rajput of
Chauhan clan who embraced Islam, and their conversion
dates from the time of Feroz Shah. Their place of
foundation is Shekhawati, and they are scattered all over
Rajasthan, but mostly found in Jhunjunu, Sikar and
Nagor district. Shekhwati region has been a prominent
place of Kayamkhanis, from where they spread to the
other parts of the country. Kayamkhani ruled in this
region for almost three centuries. In the census report of
1911, their population was 28,340. (Kealy, 1913, p.165).
The Kayamkhani are still spread out in various districts,
of Rajasthan particularly, in Chury, Sikar, Jhunjunu,
Bikaner, Nagore, Jodhpur, tonk, Ganganagar and
Bhilwara.
Origin and conversion of Kayamkhani's

The Kayamkhani is a community which derives its
origin from the Hindu Rajput of Chauhan clan, who
embraced Islam during the 14" century. Jaan Kavi
(Nejmat Khan) traced the origin of Kayamkhani from its
hero Kayam Khan, who laid the foundation for

Kayamkhani Nawabi rule in Hissar (Kavi, 1996, p. 11).
There are various views and descriptions about the
conversion of the Kayamkhani community. James Tod
and Athar Ali supposed the Kayamkhanis to be Afghan.
(Tod, 1920). George Thomas says that Kayamkhani Tatar
came along with the Mughals when they first invaded
India. He served Mughals well: he was made in-charge of
Junjjunu or Haryana. However, owing to the operation of
the Mughals, he moved to Jaipur and started to live there.
The Maharaja of Jaipur gave him Fatahpur, and from
onwards his progeny came to be known as Kayamkhanis
(Franklin, 1803, p. 157). But Sunita Budhwar rejected
these views and claimed that Kayamkhanis are actually of
purely indigenous origin. (Budhwar, 1978, pp. 412-425).
A western Rajasthan chronicler Mumbhato Nansi
who served in various Rajput rulers also provide
narrative about the conversion of Kaymakhanis and
reported that “Sayyiad Nasir was a military governed of
the Hisar region who, one day raided the town of
Dadreva. In the aftermath, of his attack, two baby boys
were found abandoned, one is Chauhan and the other Jat.
Then they were offered 1o Sultan Bahlol Lodhi and later
the Chauhan was named Kayam Khan and Jat boy Was
named as Jainu, The descendants of Kayam Khan, known
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